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Editor-in-Chief 

November 2003 


It is the time of the year to be thankful and be optimistic, not only about life & 
health but about the future of 64/128 machines; after all, there is so much we can 
do with them eventhough they are dinosaurs. Like myself, one could literally spend 
days and weeks on projects for the commodore trying new cables and hardware 
setups as you will see with the 64HDD project/article. Some have put together pc 
boxes for the sole puroose of beingslaves or drive interfaces for the 64 and the 
128.1 find it just plain fun to try out these experiments and see them work. 


Wc arc not alone in sue h endeavors 
as many other computerist' find a variety of 
ways to interface their older computers to 
newer devices. That's the evolution of 
technology. Tbe fact that we share ideas 
and take the time teput cur inventions 
and discoveries on the internet means that 
we, as a computer group, are alive and well 
and unselfish! The plateau times and 
seemingly lethargic times are necessary to 
get us through the long stretches and into 
me future. 

Coastingand glidinglike migratingbirds 
or herds of caribou. Reminds me 01 the 
pioneers venturingacross the mountains 
and plains of the new frontiers of America 
during the 1800s. The trip was lengand 
beringand expensive but most oftliem 
wrote mat the destination was worth the 
penalty they paid fcrgettingacross the 
great expansion. I think these times are not 
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a time for alarm. 

I have four computers in my office 
and at least two in my shop setup to 
preform a variety of tasks. The computers 
in my shop are riicstly experimental and 
setup to help repair and lest other com¬ 
puters. I have old new and in between 
models of commodore, apple and pc 
computers. I have dot matrix, ink jet and 
laser printers as well. The same goes for 
software: i have the whole rangebut i don't 
mess w ith os2, ti or many other obscure 
operating systems. I stick to the basicsplus 
my own high interest in commodore, lor 
instance, I nave a msdos onlv system setup 
with pegeos and even a dcsgraphical 
browser called arachnid, a dual booting 
system with winxp and Linux 9.2 and 
another setup w ith 8.2 linux. I have redhat, 
win 3.0/1, win 95, WH198, lit 3.X and three 
versions of mac OSes. I own several pieces 
of software that i simply do not use but 








keep around lor "one ol those days". I belong to several on-line computer groups and to the local mac 
users group which I find veiy similar to belongingto a Commodore Users Group (ClIG). I just want to 
know now they work or make them work. I'm an evangelist lor commodore but lew people are inter¬ 
ested in actually using one or having me pul together a machine for them. YOU are the only ones that 
listen. Thanks! 

Most of the people i help just don't care one way or another about computer except to gel 
email, download 8 listen to music, write letters or balance their checkingaccount. Oh vea, look at 
naked women etc most don't even know what a control line interface is nor want to know. Meanwhile, 
I'm interested in WIFI or wireless netwerkingand broadband. If you need to ask you're just not going to 
care anyway. And, Linux is making head wav because third wodd countries need to bump up their 
technology and need an operatingsystem that will not bankrupt them. There's been some talk about PC 
VS CMD and how much MeSSvDOS puts a crimp in your laige intestine. All I can say is, "if you use 
Windows then you knew because I get calls constantly asking for help '. I just want people to know that 
there is an alternative -1 think that is what we would like all toknow far and wide. But, as I said before, 
most people just don't care and buy a computer setup at the local consumer electronics store. 

Is anythinggoingon with Commodore users? VFS! Are we a little lethargic? Maybe. I'm looking at 
the photos and readingthe news about new 64/128 hardware and software with my mouth wide open. 
Hmrnrn, interestingly enough the world is introducing64 bit processors and software to work with that 
much power. It's never ending. What was that law- of increasing technology. Exponential stuff Fold a 
piece of paper 5c limes and it will reach to the moon. Point is; the next to the last fold is only half way. 

This month I do have some exclusive photos from the Chicago Expo (SWRAP and from the 
Vintage Computer Fair in California. All ol these photos will be put up on my website (www.Earl- 
YDesigns.com) and most will be in this issue all thanks to Robert Bernai do. I ve continued with the 
64HDD review and will have to have a part three as I ran into some hardware problems, ll you have had 
some spam problems with your e-mail, I have included some lips from Rod Gasscn. Next month's issue 
will be done on my commodores... Only; yes a Commodore Christmas — Xmas. 

Happy Commodcring!! sj# 
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Prius shown in Millennium Silver Metallic with available Package #9 


Start experiencing the next generation 2004 Toyota Prius with Hybrid 
Synergy Drive.” A solution with no cords attached. You could call it 
low emission wizardry, but it's really a new gas/electric hybrid 
powerplant that makes Prius more fuel-efficient and powerful. Not to 
mention, more planet-sensitive than ever before. What's the catch, 
you ask? There isn't one. With Prius, you can now make a difference 
without making a sacrifice. Prius has the best fuel-efficiency rating 
of any mid-size car, with an unheard-of combined city/highway mpg 
estimate of 55.1 As for performance, Prius is now even more powerful, 
with increased horsepower and torque. All this, and you never have to 
plug it in for recharging. We're not exaggerating when we say Prius 
will help clean our skies. It's designed to exceed the standards for 
a Super Ultra Low Emission Vehicle (SULEV) and has achieved an 
Advanced Technology Partial Zero Emission Vehicle (AT-PZEV) rating. 
2 Acronyms aside, this means that Prius has the best emissions rating 
of any gasoline-fueled car. Then there's Prius' sleek aerodynamic 
profile which not only cheats the wind, but also gives the 4-door 
liftback its futuristic appearance 
and contributes to Prius' superb fuel 
economy. Unleash the power to move 
forward. The 2004 Prius. 

The power to move forward. 

Prius Hybrid Synergy Drive system. 

1 2004 EPA-estimuted 60 city/51 highway/65 combined mpg. 

Actual mileage may vary. 

2 AT-P'/.EV-rated by the California Air Resources Board. 

Meets Tier 2-Bin 3 Federal emissions standard. For more 
information please visit www.arb.ca.gov. 




Exclusive Photos 


Antique Computer Fair & The Chicago Expo 2003 
photos courtesy of Robert Bernardo 


Recently Robert posted the following 
e-mail not ice which was just what I 
was looking for as I wanted some 
photos of the Chicago Expo that no 
one else had. I replied to Robert's 
email with a proposal he could not 
refuse; I was t he lucky recipiant of his 
photos. Thanks to Robert The Ifinite 
Loop has exclusive photos (hat will 
be posted on my webpage soon for all 
to download and enjoy.Thanks also 
goes to Robert for labeling (he pho¬ 
tos so t he individuals could be ident i- 
fied. The F.ditor 

I lello, C- friends, 

I finally had my film of (he SWRAP 
Chicago C- Expo 2003 and the Vintage 
Computer Festival 6.0 developed into 
prints and Kodak Pieture CDs. There 
are IS photos from Chicago and 13 of 
VCF. 

In the past, one of our dub members 
has always put up pict ures of the 
shows at his website. I lowever, he 


has always taken a long time, up to 
a full year' to post photos (I'm still 
waiting for him (o post the Classic 
Gaming Expo 2003 photos, and (hat 
was back in August). I myself can't 
do it, because I post from a Commo¬ 
dore at home (no experience wit h 
hand written HTML coding), and I 
have limited access wit h the com¬ 
puters at work. 

I'm asking for your help. If you 
have some webspace, can you 
kindly host the photos? I would 
mail you l he CD-ROMs,you could 
transfer the photos,and I would 
pay for (he shipping of (lie CD's back 
to me. 

Thank you for your understanding 
in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Bernardo 

I lello, Earl,.Jason,Cal. and Rick, 

I want to (hank all of you very your 
very generous offers of host ing my 
Chicago C Expo 2003A/in(age 
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Computer Festival 6.0 photos. Jason and Cal even went l hrough the (rouble of 
sell ing up a demo webpage to look at. Though all of you are worthy. I've 
decided logo with posting my pics with Earl Williams; he offered the extra 
incentive of publishing the photos in his C- magazine... 

Again (hanks, guys for helping me out. You are great Commodorians. 

Sincerely 

Robert Bernardo 

Fresno Commodore User Group 


Robert Bernardo observing a person play Super Mario Bros, at the FCIJG table 


A Commodore fan(s) 


Ed Hart (left) and Robert Bernardo 
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Dave Ross getting Dave and Sheri Moorman of Loadstar 

his gear together disk magazine 
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Dave Witmer next to his Cl tower 
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(iregNcicu trying out llu* light rifle on a monitor 










ale Sidebottom 
I at his 
demonstration 



k'ri r.llsworth tint! Robert 
Pdi’sons workingaway! 


The Fresno Commodore User Group table 
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Robert Schuchow 
talking about.his 
BMP slideshow 

















More of 
Larry 

Anderson's 

display 


Hans Franke 
deep into 
coding 


William Kendrick (center 
dark blue) explaining his 
Atari computer hacks that 
would do justice to a Com 
modore hardware hacker 
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DriveGhost 

CMD ++ 04HP9 



Disk imaging Software 

'■ COniH 51003 

The home made cable 1 soldered 
worked just great but not pretty! I pur¬ 
chased a cable from 8-Bits and was 
pleasantly susrprised at the quality, 
documentation, fast shipping and price. 
1 highly recommend that you purchase 
these cables and accessories and save 
yourself the head-ache and time spent 
on making them yourselves. Help sup¬ 
port them too. 

I had good luck accessing a 1571 
drive from my IBM Thinkpad using 
Star Commander. I copied a couple of 
files and formatted a disk with little 
problems. My luck was not so good 
actually using the 64HDD program. 

First of all, 1 was a little confused 
about what actual programs where to 
be run from the Commodore. 1 am us¬ 
ing my customized SX-64 with a 1 Gig 
hard drive built in and a SCPU plugged 
in by the way. 

From the Commodore side the 
program ran fine but hung when trying 
to get a directory from the laptop. So 1 
have concluded that the thinkPad has 
some hardware conflicts that need to 
be addressed. As is usual, PCs are al¬ 
ways having some kind of problem. 
That’s the case with anohter of my PCs 
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that I think will work great with the 
64HDD program. It is a Pentium 
233Mhz. Because I have been build¬ 
ing and repairing three PC computers 
recently, I need to get the BIOS and 
Hard drives back in working order etc. 
before I can attempt a hookup with the 
SX. I’ll need to move the computers 
closer together as the cable is not very 
long. Another consideration when you 
buy a cable; make sure it’s the right 
length for your setup. 

I will say right now that this pro¬ 
gram is easier than it first looks but is 
pretty intensive. In other words, the 
learning curve is gradual. By the time 
you get a proper setup and a chance to 
actually attempt communication be¬ 
tween the PC and the Commodore, you 
can easily spend two days goofing with 
it. So whats new right? The documen¬ 
tation that comes with the professional 
setup that I purchased has lots of great 
ideas for hardware setups and hobby 
projects for the serious tinkerer. 

I will finish this article in the next 
issue(December) and have lots of pho¬ 
tos and screen shots. 
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SPAM TIPS 

From Rod Gasson 


(editor: The following was from e- 
mail I collected from Homestead interactions 
and from private e-mail between Rod and 
myself. Rod graciously gave me permission 
to print his replies to me. Thanks Rod & 
Gaclync) 

Subject: [Homestead] AOL 
problem resolved (for us, for now) 

Thanks to all who offered 
assistance with the problem we were 
having. 

We’ve resolved the problem by 
adjusting routing here. It doesn’t 
solve the problem for lots of other 
people sending mail to AOL folks 
(and cs.com, netscape.com and a few 
others), but that’s not our problem to 
fix. Cheers, Gaelyne 

ROD: Gaelyne makes this 
sound so simple doesn’t she?Truth is, 
there is/was a LOT more to it than 
this - to overcome the problem 1 
needed to use a lot of’firewall’ type 
tricks, including MASQURADING, 
source and destination port routing, 
combined with Source address 
network translations (SNAT). 

None of this was without its own 
problems, including an entire day of 
data coming in and going out of 
incorrect interfaces with incorrect IP 
addresses for those particular inter¬ 
faces, and this alone ’cost’ us about 


1 OOmegbytes of chargeable data 
(About $25 value). 

These changes also mean that 
we are now being charged for mail 
data that used to go out via a ’prepaid 
- use it or lose it’ type link. 

I THINK I/we now have every¬ 
thing re-stabilized while still keeping 
total running costs minimized, but I 
won’t know for sure for a few days 
until our uplink providers reflect the 
current data usage. 

1 realize that a lot of this will 
mean nothing to most of you, but 1 
figured I’d fill you in on some of the 
details because Gaelyne made the fix 
sound a heck of a lot easier than it 
really was - and all because AOL 
decided that they no longer wish to 
accept mail that is routed via a dy¬ 
namically assigned IP link on our 
router. 

The REAL pisser is that AOL 
has NEVER recieved spam from any 
of our servers, yet daily, we are 
receiving and/or blocking at least 50 
spams a day that ORIGINATE from 
AOL (that we also have to pay for). 

I still think blocking all mail to 
and from AOL is the ’right’ thing to 
do, but by doing this we will be 
inconveniencing too many of our 
own telnet members, web clients, and 
maillist subscribers - not to mention 
that both Gaelyne and myself have 
family members that think that AOL 
is a ’good' ISPand this is our only 
means of keeping in touch with them. 

Anyway, that’s my gripe for the 
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day, you may now resume normal 
conversations 

EDITOR: guess I should check 
the spamometer but couldn’t I just 
keep them in the bin for only one 
week? That would be fine with me 
and with you I would think since 
keeping them uses memory etc. right? 
Zap them!! 

ROD: Yes, you are right, they 
do take up drive space (not memory), 
but drive space is cheap these days, 
and since the older messages do 
eventually get deleted it isn’t like the 
file size is going to grow indefinitely. 

As for keeping them for only a 
week, yes, this CAN be done, but to 
do so I’d need to set up a special 
script file just for your account, rather 
than using the ’global’ script file that 
everyone else uses, so unless you 
insist on keeping them for only 1 
week I think I’ll leave things as they 
are. 

I do tend to think that keeping 
them for 15 days may be a little bit 
on the long side for most people, but 
I also need to take into account that 
some people go away on holidays at 
times, and they may not be too happy 
if they can’t take more than a week 
off without the remote possibility that 
they may lose 'real' mail. 

Also, 1 have noticed that since 
the change in filtering, there is prob¬ 
ably a little more mail actually 
reaching your inbox. This however 
(might) just be my perception of 
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things since I’ve been keeping a close 
eye on things during this transition 
period. However, if you have noticed 
an increase in spam since the change, 
I’d strongly suggest that you log on to 
http://mail.vcsweb.com/filters and 
reduce you ’score’ level down to 
somewhere between 5.5-6.0 (it is 
currently set at the global default of 
’8.0’). This WILL give a slight 
increase in the number of false 
positives, but it will also filter out 
about 20% more spam. 

1 have MY filter score set at 5.8, 
and so far I haven’t had a single false 
positive in over 3 weeks. 1 don’t wish 
to set the global default this low 
though because I’d rather play it a 
little safer with our members mail, 
and let them decide on what level is 
going to be ’safe’ for them. 

EDITOR: Sounds good to keep 
it as is I just wanted to save you 
space etc. but since my settings are 
default I have no problems with the 
settings. 

ROD: Please do keep in mind 
that the default settings are a little on 
the conservative side. Meaning that 
although they’ll pick up most spam 
with virtually no false positives, you 
can probably reduce the spam a little 
more by reducing the level a little (to 
about 5.8-6.0) This really is a bit of a 
balancing act, and the optimum 
setting depends on what any given 
users mail mainly consists of). A little 
experimenting and keeping your eye 
on the spam folder for false positives 


I lie Infinite L°°P 



will probably reduce your spam to 
near zero. 

EDITOR: I have not noticed 
any more mail but 1 do have com¬ 
plaints from friends and family that 
try to reach me with my business 
email because of the filter so 1 won’t 
increase the filtering. 

ROD: I sure wish that you, or 
they could be a little more explicit in 
regards to mail delivery problems. 

We have found that in many cases, 
failure to deliver mail is often totally 
unrelated to our filters or servers at 
all, and even when the problem IS 
caused by something at this end there 
can be MANY different causes.. 

E.G., they may be using a subject line 
deemed as ’spam’ or ’virus’, they may 
have been blacklisted, their ISP may 
have been blacklisted, their ISP may 
have been blocked (which isn’t the 
same as blacklisted), they may have 
simply tried to send mail just at the 
wrong time (e.g., while the 
mailserver has been disabled for a 
couple of minutes while changes 
were being made), or the problem 
may even be caused by none of the 
above. 

EDITOR: I give them my other 
address and that seems to satisfy 
them. 

ROD: Yes, but it doesn’t satisfy 

ME. 

It is NOT our intent to block 
mail from legitimate senders, and 
believe it or not, I actually get quite 
upset at hearing people are having 
these problems but not giving any 


clues as to exactly what the problem 
is so that I can fix it. Telling them to 
use a different email address only 
HIDES whatever problem actually 
exists, and if we have a problem with 
our servers or filters I really do need 
to know about them, because al¬ 
though you and your family/friends 
might be veiy understanding in this 
matter, some of our other clients 
won’t be so happy and I’d REALLY 
hate to loose these clients due to 
problems that we are not even aware 
of. 

EDITOR: I could care less if 
some of my family sends me mail 
since most of it has huge piccies 
attached. They haven’t learned to 
decrease the resolution. 

ROD: Many of our clients 
receive huge piccies, so this really 
shouldn’t be considered too much of 
an issue. What is of issue is knowing 
that we might have a problem, but not 
having enough information to actu¬ 
ally do anything about it. 

EDITOR: Well, I'll give it more 
attention. I’ve thought when folks 
have told me they can’t get a message 
through and that it came back to them 
with a message that said something 
like this is spam etc. 

ROD: This could still be one of 
two different rejection messages, one 
of them reads along the lines of 
"possible Spammer detected", the 
other reads something like "If this is 
not spam please edit the subject 
line..." The 1st error message indi- 
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Try dll our best features FREE" for 30 days. No 
dates to remember We ll send you a reminder 
email before your free trial ends 
Saves hundreds of dollars each year compared 
to expensive second phone lines' 

Hear your caller's message through your PC 
speakers, or dick a button to talk to your 
callers' 

Transfer your calls to any phone while youre 
online! 

Helps blixk telemarketers' 


No credit card required! 

Visit http ''wwwralhvave com to subscribe or 
learn more about this Santa Barbara. 
California based, late stage private company 


(let your New GEOS I 5 !)/ 
Shareware CDROM, V1.2 com¬ 
piled October 2003. Contact 
Bruce Thomas 

(rbthomasS9@shaw.ca) or go to 
http://edmc.net/cue 



cates that the sender or ISP has been 
blocked, while the latter is because 
the contents of the subject line itself 
appears spamlike (in which case all 
they need to is change the subject line 
so that it DOESN’T look like spam 
(or virus). 

EDITOR: then I thought the 
filter was set high 

ROD: The filters don’t produce 
any rejection messages. They merely 
give any given message a ’score’ and 
if the score is higher than the preset 
level the message is moved into the 
spam folder. The sender will be 
totally unaware of this. 

EDITOR: or they just didn’t get 
my address right. 

ROD: If the address was wrong 
the error message would be either 
"host not found" or "Unknown user". 

EDITOR: The latter being the 
most probable. 

ROD: As you can hopefully see 
from my comments above, there is 
never any ambiguity as far as the 
cause of the rejections are concerned, 
each type of rejection will produce its 
own type of error message. 

EDITOR: And since the filter is 
set conservatively then I will dig 
deeper when someone does send me 
email and there’s a problem. It has 
happened with several people. As far 
as the large pics go; 

ROD: If they were sending 
large files when the rejections oc¬ 
curred they may have encounter the 
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following error message "Exceeded 
maximum message size - this is a 
*temporary* block in order to help 
combat the most recent virus out¬ 
break". 

My guess is that if they haven’t 
been blocked, their problem will 
probably be in regards to the subject 
line content. As you know, a lot of 


spam appears to be of a consistent 
nature, as such, in the subject line of 
any message they send, they should 
avoid mentioning things like 
XANAX, Viagra, hard dicks and 
cheap gas. (this would actually be 
funny if it wasn’t a serious matter) 
<g>- 

They should also avoid phrases 
like "Here are the pictures you asked 
for" because this is the ’signature’ 
used by several different viruses, they 
should also avoid using long spaces 
in the subject line, such as "Hi Earl - 
Here are those pix!" will be rejected 
as possible spam, whereas "Hi Earl- 
Here are those pix!" will be accepted 
ok. 

Blank subject lines are also a no¬ 


no, because the SWEN virus uses 
this, and finally, a message with "Hi" 
or "Hi!" as the subject line will also 
be rejected as Spam. 

Basically any other proper 
English sentence (or phrase) that 
doesn’t mention porn or drugs will 
pass this first stage of filtering with¬ 
out a problem. These subject line 


checks are designed to stop spam 
BEFORE the message comes into our 
servers, whereas the Spamassassin 
filters will check and move the 
messages AFTER they have been 
received. 

Cheers 
Rod 










be responsible for their return. If submission is accompanied by a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope we will make every effort to re¬ 
turn it safely. Letters, faxes, and e-mails to the editor become the 
property of The Infinite L°°p and may be edited for publication.. 
You must inform us of any submissions that have been published 
or used commercially by a publisher other than The Infinite Loop. 
By submitting a manuscript the author agrees to allow the Infinite 
Loop to print them. The author also agrees to allow any and all 
programs to be copied using whatever means is necessary (disk, 
on-line service etc.). The author shall assume no liability for dam¬ 
ages or losses caused by the use of his/her programs or projects. 
Use any projects or programs contained herein at your own risk. 
This publication is a subsidiary of Earl-Y Designs.com. You will be 
paid from $5.00 to $10.00/ article (for now), which is decided by 
the editor. 

Commercial ads are US $3.00 for half a page and US $5.00 for a 
full page in Black and white: US $7.00 for half a page and US $12.00 
for a full page in color. Smaller ads will be prorated. Page size is in 
booklet form: 8.5"X5.5". Artwork is extra and will be charged 
proactively. Please submit your design in any Commodore or pres¬ 
ently used graphical format either by mail or e-mail. Contact us by 
phone at (970) 245-2961 or e-mail at earlw@earl-ydesigns.com. Pub¬ 
lication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance of the 
order. 

The Infinite L°°p assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in editorial, 
program listings or advertising content. The Infinite Loop assumes no liability 
for advertisers claims or reliability. We invite questions, ideas and comments! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 


Noncommercial classified advertising may be placed in The Infinite Loop at a cost of 
US$2.00 per issue. Your ad may contain up to 150 characters and a small thumbnail 
photo. Send ad payment to: The Infinite Loop Ads, C/O Earl-Y Designs, P.O. Box 
746, Grand Junction, CO 81502 or you can make payment at www.Earl- 
YDesigns.com site via PayPal using a credit card. 

FREE SPACE for those who repair Commodores 
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